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Majorca shines in
BBC documentary

b 1.7 million people watched Michael
Portillo programme on the Majorcan
railways on Friday night.

b The programme gave Majorca some
priceless promotion.
b See Page Three.

Queen Elizabeth II waves to Royal Navy crew members performing a salute on the HMS Bulwark, amphibious
assault ship during a tour of the Grand Harbour in a traditional Maltese fishing boat at the State Visit and Com-
monwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM) in Valletta, Malta yesterday. Commonwealth leaders are
meeting in Malta from 27-29 November 2015. The leaders will address global issues such as climate change,
building resilience in small states, trade and sustainable development, the empowerment of youth, gender
equality and human rights.

A royal salute in Malta for Queen Rajoy vows to cut tax,
create jobs if
re-elected

S PAIN’S ruling
party will cut in-
come tax and
create two mil-

lion jobs over the next
four years if re-elected
next month, centre-right
Prime Minister Mariano
Rajoy told a campaign
rally yesterday.

Rajoy’s People’s Party
(PP) is expected to win a
20 Dec. election but
without securing a parlia-
mentary majority. Due to
the rise of newcomers on
the left and right, the PP
may be unable to get suf-
ficient backing to form a
minority government
even if it wins. “Spain is
in no position to experi-
ment,” Rajoy said in a
swipe at the leaders of
leftist Podemos, market-
friendly Ciudadanos, and
the main opposition So-
cialist party, none of
whom have previously
held government posi-

tions. “The interests of
the nation are not to be
played with,” he told the
rally in Valencia as he
outlined his party’s mani-
festo for re-election.

The PP’s plans would
see the lowest and high-
est marginal income tax
rates cut by two percent-
age points to 17 percent
and 43 percent respec-
tively. One of the first
things Rajoy did after be-
ing elected in 2011 was to
raise taxes, despite hav-
ing promised not to, cit-
ing the poor state of pub-
lic finances. Rajoy did
not detail the jobs plan,
but said his party would
also increase the number
of permanent contracts.

Spain’s unemployment
rate of 21 percent is the
economy’s main bugbear
and although jobs are
now being created, many
are temporary and badly
paid.

Labour should allowMPs free vote
on Syria: Corbyn ally: INSIDE
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