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Russian fleet
withdraws refuel
request to Spain
after NATO fury
R USSIA has with-

drawn a request
to refuel warships
in Spain’s North

African enclave of Ceuta,
Madrid said yesterday, after
NATO allies said their car-
rier battle group could be
used to target civilians in
Syria.

Britain said earlier it had
raised concerns with NATO

ally Spain over its decision
to allow three ships in the
Russian flotilla to resupply
in Ceuta on their way to the
eastern Mediterranean.
NATO chief Jens Stolten-
berg said all allies were
aware of NATO’s concerns
about the Russian mission.

The Spanish government
said it had granted permis-
sion in September for the

three Russian ships to dock
in Ceuta between 28 Oct.
and 2 Nov. in line with its
long-standing practice of al-
lowing Russian Navy ships
to visit its ports.

The Foreign Ministry said
it had asked the Russian
Embassy in Madrid for clari-
fication after reports that
the three ships would sup-
port attacks on the embat-

tled Syrian city of Aleppo.
“The Russian Embassy in

Madrid has just informed us
that it is withdrawing the
request for permission for
stopovers for these ships
and these stopovers have
therefore been cancelled,”
the ministry said after say-
ing earlier that it was re-
viewing the Russian re-
quest.

F RENCH authorities yesterday
finished clearing the “Jungle”, a
squalid shanty town built outside
the port of Calais by thousands of

migrants desperately seeking a passage to
Britain, and expected to disperse the last
of its inhabitants around France within
hours. The operation mostly passed off
peacefully, although some tents and shel-
ters were torched in a last gesture of defi-
ance as the refugees saw their hopes of a
new life in Britain vanish.

“This is the end of the ‘Jungle’,” Calais’
regional prefect Fabienne Buccio said.
“Mission accomplished.”

Riot police spread out around the camp
and fire trucks moved in to put out some
of the fires, which sent plumes of smoke
into the sky.

Calais Jungle
camp finally
comes to an
end after
“peaceful”
battle
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